
Chelsea School District Curriculum 
Student Benchmarks 

 
HIGH SCHOOL 

WIND SYMPHONY 
 
Performance:  All students will apply skills and knowledge to perform in the arts. 

 
The following standards are consistent with the “advanced” level of achieve-
ment as is recommended by the National Standards for Music Education.  
(Music Educators National Conference—1994) 
 
BAND STUDENTS WILL… 
The student will perform an appropriate part in large and small ensembles, dem-
onstrating well-developed ensemble skills. (Michigan music content standard 8, 
National Standard 2b,2c) 
 
The student will perform with expression and technical accuracy a large and var-
ied repertoire of instrumental literature with a level of difficulty of  5.0, on a 
scale of 1 to 6 including some songs performed from memory. (National Stan-
dard 2d) 
 
The student will demonstrate the ability to read an instrumental score by explain-
ing the relationships of instrumental transpositions and clefs. (MI-10, National 
5c) 
 
The student will interpret nonstandard notation symbols used by some 20th-
century composers. (National 5d) 
 
The student will sight read accurately and expressively, music with a moderate 
level of difficulty – level 3.5 on a scale of 1 to 6 (MI-11; National 5e) 
 
The student will analyze aural examples of a varied repertoire of music,  repre-
senting diverse genres and cultures, by describing the uses of elements of music 
and expressive devices. (MI-5 Music) 
 
The student will make informed, critical evaluations of the quality and  
effectiveness of performances, compositions, arrangements, and  
improvisations applying specific criteria. (MI-9 Music) 
 
The student will evaluate a performance, composition, arrangement, or  
improvisation by comparing it to similar or exemplary models.  
(MI-10 Music) 
 
The student will demonstrate appropriate skeletal alignment, body-part  
articulation, strength, flexibility, agility, and coordination in locomotor  and axial 
movements consistent with the demands of the marching band. (MI-1 Dance) 
 
The student will identify and demonstrate longer and more complex steps and 
patterns from two different marching styles. (MI-2 Dance) 
 
The student will demonstrate rhythmic acuity in marching skills. (MI-3 Dance) 
 
The student will demonstrate projection while performing marching skills.  
(MI-4 Dance) 
 
The student will demonstrate the ability to remember extended movement se-
quences consistent with the marching band. (MI-5 Dance) 

TITLES/SONGS 
Chosen musical literature  
representing a variety of  
genres and era’s. Difficulty level 3.5-5.5 
on a scale of 1-6. 

 
TEXTS/BOOKS 
Excercises for Ensemble Drill 
42 Chorales 
Visual Drill Charts 
 
TEACHER RESOURCES 
The New ASBDA Curriculum Guide 
 
Conductors Anthology Vol. 1 and 2  
 
The Norton Grove Concise  
Encyclopedia of Music 
 
Teaching Music Through  
Performance in Music Vol. 1-3, texts and 
CD’s. 
 
Michigan School Band and Orchestra 
Association required music list 
 
Instrumentalist Magazine 
 
Music Educators Journal 
 
Various other texts and  
publications. 
 
SOFTWARE 
Finale—music writing software 
Pyware-3D and similar marching band drill 
writing software. 
 
WEB SITES 
MSBOA.org 
ASBDA.com 
DCI.org 
Other music specific sites. 
 
EQUIPMENT/
INSTRUMENTS 
Professional Recordings 
 
Recording and Playback Equipment 
 
Specialty marching instruments. 
 
P.A. System for outside instruction. 
 
Video Tape/CD performance. 
 
College/University live or video-taped 
performance. 

INSTRUCTIONAL  
RESOURCES 



INSTRUCTIONAL  
RESOURCES 

TITLES/SONGS 
Chosen musical literature  
representing a variety of  
genres and era’s. Difficulty level 3.5-
5.5 on a scale of 1-6. 
 

TEXTS/BOOKS 
Excercises for Ensemble Drill 
42 Chorales 
Visual Drill Charts 
 
TEACHER RESOURCES 
The New ASBDA Curriculum Guide 
 
Conductors Anthology Vol. 1 and 2  
 
The Norton Grove Concise  
Encyclopedia of Music 
 
Teaching Music Through  
Performance in Music Vol. 1-3, texts 
and CD’s. 
 
Michigan School Band and Orchestra 
Association required music list 
 
Instrumentalist Magazine 
 
Music Educators Journal 
 
Various other texts and  
publications. 
 
SOFTWARE 
Finale—music writing software 
Pyware-3D and similar marching band 
drill writing software. 
 
WEB SITES 
MSBOA.org 
ASBDA.com 
DCI.org 
Other music specific sites. 
 
EQUIPMENT/
INSTRUMENTS 
Professional Recordings 
 
Recording and Playback Equipment 
 
Specialty marching instruments. 
 
P.A. System for outside instruction. 
 
Video Tape/CD performance. 
 
College/University live or video-taped 
performance. 

 

Chelsea School District Curriculum 
Student Benchmarks 

HIGH SCHOOL 
WIND SYMPHONY 

 
 
Creating:  All students will apply skills and knowledge to create in the 
arts. 
 
The following standards are consistent with the “advanced” 
level of achievement as is recommended by the National Stan-
dards for Music Education.  
(Music Educators National Conference—1994) 
 
 
BAND STUDENTS WILL… 
 
The student will improvise stylistically appropriate harmonizing parts in a vari-
ety of styles. (MI-7, National 3d) 
 
The student will improvise rhythmic and melodic variations on given melodies 
in major and minor keys. (MI-8, National 3b) 
 
The student will improvise original melodies in a variety of styles over given 
chord progressions. (MI-9, National 3e). 
 
The student will make decisions and solve musical problems that arise during 
the study of existing musical work, demonstrating creativity in using the ele-
ments of music for expressive effect. (MI-11, National 4a) 
 
The student will create and perform combinations and variations of movement 
in broad dynamic range consistent with the marching band. (MI-1 Dance) 
 
The student will use improvisation to generate movement for choreography 
consistent with the marching band. (MI-2 Dance) 
 
The student will formulate and answer questions about how movement choices 
communicate musical ideas in the marching band. (MI-1 Dance) 
 
Establish a set of aesthetic criteria and apply it in evaluating their own work and 
that of others. (MI-3 Dance) 
 
 



INSTRUCTIONAL  
RESOURCES 

TITLES/SONGS 
Chosen musical literature  
representing a variety of  
genres and era’s. Difficulty level 3.5-5.5 on a 
scale of 1-6. 

 
TEXTS/BOOKS 
Excercises for Ensemble Drill 
42 Chorales 
Visual Drill Charts 
 
TEACHER RESOURCES 
The New ASBDA Curriculum Guide 
 
Conductors Anthology Vol. 1 and 2  
 
The Norton Grove Concise  
Encyclopedia of Music 
 
Teaching Music Through  
Performance in Music Vol. 1-3, texts and CD’s. 
 
Michigan School Band and Orchestra Associa-
tion required music list 
 
Instrumentalist Magazine 
 
Music Educators Journal 
 
Various other texts and  
publications. 
 
SOFTWARE 
Finale—music writing software 
Pyware-3D and similar marching band drill 
writing software. 
 
WEB SITES 
MSBOA.org 
ASBDA.com 
DCI.org 
Other music specific sites. 
 
EQUIPMENT/INSTRUMENTS 
Professional Recordings 
 
Recording and Playback Equipment 
 
Specialty marching instruments 
 
P.A. System for outside instruction. 
 
Video Tape/CD performance. 
 
College/University live or video-taped per-
formance. 

 

Chelsea School District Curriculum 
Student Benchmarks 

HIGH SCHOOL 
WIND SYMPHONY 

 

Analyzing In Context: All students will analyze,  
describe and evaluate works of art. 
 
The following standards are consistent with the “advanced” 
level of achievement as is recommended by the National Stan-
dards for Music Education.  
(Music Educators National Conference—1994) 
 

BAND STUDENTS WILL… 
 

The student will analyze aural examples of a varied repertoire of music,  
representing diverse genres and cultures, by describing the uses of elements of 
music and expressive devices. (MI-5, National 6a) 
 
The student will identify and explain compositional devices and techniques 
and their purposes giving examples of other works that make similar uses of 
these devices and techniques. (MI-7, National 6c) 
 
The student will demonstrate extensive knowledge of the technical  
vocabulary of music associated with music literature being studied. (National 
6b) 
 
The student will compare ways in which musical materials are used in a given 
example relative to ways in which they are used in other works of the same 
genre or style. (National 6e) 
 
The student will analyze and describe uses of elements of music in a given 
work that make it unique, interesting, and expressive. (National 6f) 
 
The student will make informed, critical evaluations of the quality and  
effectiveness of performances, compositions, arrangements, and  
improvisations applying specific criteria. (MI-9, National 7a) 
 
The student will evaluate a performance, composition, arrangement, or  
improvisation by comparing it to similar or exemplary models.  
(MI-10, National 7b) 
 
The student will evaluate a given musical work in terms of its aesthetic    
qualities and explain the musical means it uses to evoke feelings and  
emotions. (National 7c) 



INSTRUCTIONAL  
RESOURCES 

TITLES/SONGS 
Chosen musical literature  
representing a variety of  
genres and era’s. Difficulty level 3.5-5.5 
on a scale of 1-6. 
 

TEXTS/BOOKS 
Excercises for Ensemble Drill 
42 Chorales 
Visual Drill Charts 
 
TEACHER RESOURCES 
The New ASBDA Curriculum Guide 
 
Conductors Anthology Vol. 1 and 2  
 
The Norton Grove Concise  
Encyclopedia of Music 
 
Teaching Music Through  
Performance in Music Vol. 1-3, texts and 
CD’s. 
 
Michigan School Band and Orchestra 
Association required music list 
 
Instrumentalist Magazine 
 
Music Educators Journal 
 
Various other texts and  
publications. 
 
SOFTWARE 
Finale—music writing software 
Pyware-3D and similar marching band drill 
writing software. 
 
WEB SITES 
MSBOA.org 
ASBDA.com 
DCI.org 
Other music specific sites. 
 
EQUIPMENT/
INSTRUMENTS 
Professional Recordings 
 
Recording and Playback Equipment 
 
Specialty marching instruments. 
 
P.A. System for outside instruction. 
 
Video Tape/CD performance. 
 
College/University live or video-taped 
performance. 

Chelsea School District Curriculum 
Student Benchmarks 

HIGH SCHOOL 
WIND SYMPHONY 

 

Arts in Context:  All students will understand,  
analyze, and describe arts in their historical, social, 
and cultural contexts. 
 
The following standards are consistent with the 
“advanced” level of achievement as is recommended by the 
National Standards for Music Education.  
(Music Educators National Conference—1994) 
 

BAND STUDENTS WILL… 
 
The student will classify by genre or style and by historical  
period or culture unfamiliar but representative aural examples 
of music and explain the reasoning behind their classifications. 
(MI-6, National 9a) 
 
The student will identify various roles that musicians perform, 
cite representative individuals who have functioned in each 
role, and describe their activities and achievements. (MI-7, 
National 9c) 
 
The student will identify American music genres, and cite mu-
sicians associated with them. (National 9b) 
 
The student will identify and explain the stylistic features of a 
given musical work that serve to define its aesthetic tradition 
and its historical or cultural context. (National 9d) 
 
The student will analyze and discuss the impact of electronic 
music in society and culture. (MI-8) 



INSTRUCTIONAL  
RESOURCES 

TITLES/SONGS 
Chosen musical literature  
representing a variety of  
genres and era’s. Difficulty level 3.5-
5.5 on a scale of 1-6. 

 
TEXTS/BOOKS 
42 Chorales 
Visual Drill Charts 
 
TEACHER RESOURCES 
The New ASBDA Curriculum Guide 
 

Conductors Anthology Vol. 1 and 2  
 
The Norton Grove Concise  
Encyclopedia of Music 
 
Teaching Music Through  
Performance in Music Vol. 1-3, texts 
and CD’s. 
 
Michigan School Band and Orchestra 
Association required music list 
 
Instrumentalist Magazine 
 
Music Educators Journal 
 
Various other texts and  
publications. 
 
SOFTWARE 
Finale—music writing software 
Pyware-3D and similar marching band 
drill writing software. 
 
WEB SITES 
MSBOA.org 
ASBDA.com 
DCI.org 
Other music specific sites. 
 
EQUIPMENT/
INSTRUMENTS 
Professional Recordings 
 
Recording and Playback Equipment 
 
Specialty marching instruments. 
 
P.A. System for outside instruction. 
 
Video Tape/CD performance. 
 
College/University live or video-taped 
performance. 

Chelsea School District Curriculum 
Student Benchmarks 

HIGH SCHOOL 
WIND SYMPHONY 

 
Connecting to Other Arts, Other Disciplines, and Life:  
All students will recognize, analyze, and describe connections 
among the arts; between the arts and other disciplines; be-
tween the arts and everyday life. 
 
The following standards are consistent with the 
“advanced” level of achievement as is recommended by the 
National Standards for Music Education.  
(Music Educators National Conference—1994) 
 

BAND STUDENTS WILL… 
 
The student will describe how elements, artistic processes and  
organizational principles are used in similar and distinctive ways in 
the various arts. (MI-9, National 8a) 
 
The student will describe ways in which the principles and subject 
matter of various disciplines outside the arts are interrelated with 
those of music. (MI-10, National 8c) 
 
The student will discuss the uses of characteristic elements, artistic 
processes, and organizational principles among the arts in different 
historical periods and different cultures. (National 8d) 
 
The student will explain how the roles of creators, performers, and 
others involved in the production and presentation of the arts are 
similar to and different from one another in the various arts. 
(National 8e) 
 
The student will analyze and consider the use of music and media 
for the future. (MI-12) 
 



CHELSEA HIGH SCHOOL WIND SYMPHONY  
 

The Chelsea High School Bands will consist of the Wind Symphony, and the Con-
cert Band.  These two ensembles will combine to form the Chelsea “Bulldog” 
Marching Band . Other musical experiences will be encouraged and offered in-
cluding: full orchestra, pep band, solo and ensemble participation, jazz study, and 
advanced study of music theory and history. 
 
The Chelsea High School Wind Symphony is intended for the most advanced wind 
and percussion students in the high school band program.  The emphasis of this 
course will be on the development of the musical and technical skills necessary to 
study the most advanced wind and percussion literature. Band members will learn 
how to perform (in large group, small group, and solo situations) utilizing proper 
technical, musical, and rhythmical strategies, experience a variety of different 
musical styles and genres, and be exposed to the theoretical and historical  
aspects of instrumental wind and percussion instruments and literature at the 
most advanced proficiency level.  This ensemble will perform with the Concert 
Band comprising the Bulldog Marching Band (as stated above), and will be respon-
sible for performing at all home football games and various marching band 
shows/events.   
 
The Wind Symphony will perform formal concerts, at festivals, civic functions/
parades, and various school events. Members of this ensemble will also have the 
opportunity to participate in pep-band, jazz band, full orchestra, and various 
other school musical ensembles. This course may be taken more than once. 
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